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likely reflecting the trend toward more inclusive programs. Recent statistics indi-
cate that the regular classroom is currently the most popular placement. During 
the 2013–2014 school year, more than two thirds of pupils (68.2%) with learn-
ing disabilities were receiving services in the general education classroom while 
approximately one in four students (24.1%) were assigned to a resource room (U.S. 
Department of Education, 2015). This means that over nine out of every ten indi-
viduals with learning disabilities spend some, most, or all of their school day in a 
regular classroom (see Figure 7.4).

The environment that is most appropriate for pupils with learning disabilities is 
the setting that is most enabling. Placement decisions must be individually determined 
based on the unique learning needs and characteristics of each student.

Instructional Approaches
There is no one “best” or “correct” way to teach individuals with learning disabilities. 
Individualization is the key to meeting the instructional needs of pupils with learning 
disabilities. Teachers often find that a wide variety of accommodations are necessary 
if the student is to experience success in the classroom. Some children will need addi-
tional time for testing or ask that a learning task be broken into smaller and more 
manageable segments; other pupils may require the privacy provided by a study carrel; 
some youngsters may need assistance in developing effective learning strategies; still 
others will benefit from additional drill and practice. What works for one student will 
not necessarily be appropriate for another pupil.

In this section, we look at some of the various pedagogical strategies for teach-
ing students with learning disabilities. Educators have a broad array of instructional 
approaches and strategies at their disposal, some of them more effective than others.  
We recommend that teachers select their instructional tactics only after carefully 
considering the research evidence. The field of learning disabilities has a history of 
“jumping on the bandwagon” and vigorously advocating a particular instructional 
approach or strategy; unfortunately, in some cases, these procedures were lacking in 

  FIGURE 7.4  Educational Placements of School-Age Students 
With Learning Disabilities

Regular classroom (68.2%)

Resource room (24.1%)

Other environments (1.8%)

Separate class (6.0%)

NOTE: Figure represents percentage of enrollment of students ages 6–21 with learning disabilities during the 2013–2014 school 
year. Other environments represent placement in a separate school, residential facility, homebound/hospital environment, 
correctional facilities, or parentally placed in private schools.

Information based on data from the fifty states, the District of Columbia, Puerto Rico, and outlying areas.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education. (2013). Historical state-level IDEA data files. Retrieved November 14, 2013 from 
http://tadnet.public.tadnet.org/pages/712
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